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BEES WILDLIFE FIELD VISIT PROGRAMME
For trips using the minibus, the meeting point is at Culture Fusion (no parking available) at 9.10am, or the Unitarian Centre, Russell Street, BD5 0JB (parking available for £2) ready for departure at 9.30am.  Please ensure you return the booking form which pre- lists trips and prices (which vary according to distance). Please also email the leader if you are attending trips that are not using the minibus. 
Please Note* Due to demolition work on the Mill next to the car park, the minibus will have to be parked outside the college, just up the hill. We will be setting off from Culture Fusion at 9.10am to walk to the minibus. 

	Tuesday 
	                    June - September 2026

	30th June              
Co-ordinator:Alice Gingell    Leader: Reserve member

	High Batts Nature Reserve
This private reserve and SSSI is situated on the west bank of the river Ure, 4 miles north of Ripon
The level site has mixed woodland, open meadows and ponds. It is actively managed to optimize biodiversity and conserve habitats. It is rich in plant species and consequently in insect life. 3 hides enable observation along the river where otters, kingfishers and little egrets have been recorded. Suitable footwear is recommended for the grassy paths. A chemical toilet is available.
Please make a donation to the reserve.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am. Unitarian Church 9.30am. Pick up Stone Trough.    Cost £11


	7th July     
                                 
	Angie’s Pond      
A chance to visit and find out about the pond that group member Angela has been working on developing.        
"Work started in 2022 on a waterlogged, agriculturally improved field of just over 1.5 acres in order to change it into a more attractive environment for wildlife. A series of ponds have been dug out and a variety of plants and trees in-troduced. The project is still in its infancy but it is interesting to observe the progress of the site and the new species it has already attracted."
Shared cars/Station pick-ups can be arranged 


	14th July              
Leaders. Alice Gingell, Sally Tetlow

	Kiplincoates Chalk Pit 
Not visited since 2017 this site provides a haven for chalk loving plants and animals. Wild pansies and wild thyme favour the thin grassland soil while knapweeds, field scabious and burnet saxifrage grow in more established areas. Specialities are the nationally scarce red hemp nettle and basil thyme. On a sunny day, butterflies, especially marbled white, abound. Grassland tracks stretch through the reserve which is accessed by steep steps. There is no shelter. Toilets will be accessed on route. The nearby track of the old railway provides an optional walking opportunity.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up Low Moor   Cost £12


	 21 July               
Leader: Julia Pearson 

	Foulshaw Moss Extended Day out
This is a Cumbria Wildlife Trust site, a rare example of lowland raised mire. A boardwalk gives us access around the site, which includes a platform for viewing the Ospreys. By this date we would expect the chicks to have fledged, but we still hope to have views, along with the chance to see dragonflies (look out for the rare White-faced Darter) and bog vegetation. 
From Foulshaw we will make the short journey to Meathop Moss, with the particular hope to see Large Heath butterfly. This is a small reserve, and we won’t cover much ground. If weather and energy permit, we will have a short stop at Latterbarrow grassland. We will break the journey home to get chips in Settle, so you can expect to be back in Bradford late evening. 

Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up Branch    Cost £12
Stop in Settle for chips on the way home


	28th July
Leader: Alice Gingell

	Bishop Monkton and environs
This 2ha SSSI occupies a now disused railway track. It comprises an area of rare, unimproved neutral and calcareous grassland surrounded by bushes and agricultural land. These features support a good range of plants and provide an important habitat for birds, mammals and insects. There are no facilities nor shelter. A convenient Garden Centre will be accessed.  We may see Thistle, aka Yorkshire, broomrape at nearby Quarry Moor.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   Pick up Stone Trough    Cost £11

	4th August      
Leader: John Gavaghan      

	Raw Nook /Railway Terrace, Low Moor
A visit to this local Nature Reserve. Martyn Priestley will be joining us with his local knowledge of the site.  Walking is all on the flat & we will not be going far.  

Own Transport meet: 10.30am Railway Terrace where parking is available (opposite Low Moor Railway Station)


	11th August

	Planning Meeting at YMCA Thornton Road.   
Meeting to finalise the autumn/winter programme and to help shape the programme going forward, with ideas for future trips and offers to lead walks.   Please let us know if you are planning to come.  Refreshments provided.
Culture Fusion 10am.


	18th August       

	Leeds Liverpool Canal Walk from Leeds Station 
An opportunity to view the wetland flora and insect life of the area alongside the river Aire and Leeds - Liverpool canal. Also to observe the conservation work that has been undertaken with a visit to the Whitehall Riverside pocket park which is an oasis for wildlife. A chance also to visit the grade 2 listed Monk Bridge viaduct, now an elevated urban park, which on our last visit in August 2024 proved to be a good vantage point to watch kingfishers.
Some of the species seen will be Arrowhead, Hedgerow Cranesbill, Bilbao Fleabane, Mimulus plus many waterside and wasteland plants. Banded Demoiselle and other insects should be numerous.

Our meeting point, at 10am, will be by the information desk situated on the access bridge to platforms 9-16 Leeds train station.


	25th August
Leader: Amanda Smith 

	Pugney’s Country Park 
This Local Nature Reserve near Wakefield is a site developed from a former opencast mine and a sand and gravel quarry. The park comprises two lakes, which are both dedicated as a nature reserve. 

Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up Low Moor Cost £8


	1st September Leaders: Julia Pearson, Alison Ridler	               
	Maltby Low 
This site is a mixture of scrub, limestone grassland and fen meadow habitat. It is known for Grass of Parnassus, but on our previous visit in mid-August 2024, we didn’t see any. However, we wondered about some unidentified leaves, and this visit is a chance to explore further. The site is flat (though the ground is uneven), but the access path is a bit of a hill, but not far. We may combine the trip with another local site, if we do not find that the site is much different to our last visit. 
	
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up Low Moor Cost £11






Trips depart from the Unitarian Church on Russell Street at 9.30am prompt, Return times vary. Parking is available here (max 10 cars) for a donation of £2 per car on the day. This car park is shared by two churches please park at the Unitarian side and be careful not to block access.  If you wish to be picked up on route please ring the office to find where the minibus is making pick-ups. 
· If you are on foot you can meet the minibus no later than 9.10 at the YMCA, Culture Fusion 125 Thornton Road. The meeting place is on the corner Thornton Road and Westholme Street.
· The return time cannot be guaranteed, but we try to give an indication in the write up if we expect to be back later than normal. 
· All trips must be booked and paid for in advance (when applicable). 
· Please donate £2.00 towards admin costs if you choose not to travel in the mini-bus when it is offered.
· Please remember to bring food and drink for the day and appropriate outdoor clothing.
· Volunteer Leaders plan the day. All participants must respect the guidance of the leader and communicate clearly with the leader. If any participants follow their own direction then Bradford YMCA does not take any responsibility for any accident or incident.
· All people irrespective of background and experience are welcome. 
· BEES is a district wide environmental education and training centre funded by our own project work – for further information please contact the office or look at www.bees-ymca.org.uk.

Please inform BEES at the earliest opportunity if you wish to cancel a booking 
(if you are cancelling after the Thursday before the trip, please contact the leader or co-ordinator)
This will enable us to offer the place to someone on the waiting list. 
In the event of cancellation due to poor weather BEES would notify members and aim to rearrange date of visit.

Bradford Environmental Education Service| Part of the Landscape; Providing Environmental Education Since 1985

	YMCA Bradford | Culture Fusion, 125 Thornton Road, Bradford, BD1 2EP | Tel: 01274 371303  or 01274 307 228
Mob: 07583 318539 or 07970 621732 | Email: bees@bradfordymca.org.uk |Web: bradfordymca.org.uk/wildlife-field-visits
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