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BEES WILDLIFE FIELD VISIT PROGRAMME
For trips using the minibus, the meeting point is at Culture Fusion (no parking available) at 9.10am, or the Unitarian Centre, Russell Street, BD5 0JB (parking available for £2) ready for departure at 9.30am.  Please ensure you return the booking form which pre- lists trips and prices (which vary according to distance). Please also email the leader if you are attending trips that are not using the minibus. 
Please Note* Due to demolition work on the Mill next to the car park, the minibus will have to be parked outside the college, just up the hill. We will be setting off from Culture Fusion at 9.10am to walk to the minibus. 

	Tuesday 
	                     April- June 2026

	21st April           
Leaders: Steve Woods/Sally Tetlow

	Skipton Castle Woods        
Our walking will be beside Eller Beck on mainly flat surfaced paths.  There is access to the upper woodland via well-made steps and/or slopes with handrails.  Some of the return paths are narrow and uneven.  Trees provide the only shelter and paths could be muddy.  Spring flowers should be in abundance.  Heron, kingfishers and dippers are regular visitors to the watercourses.  Distance approx 2/3 miles.  Toilets and cafes are available in the town centre.  
This is a public transport or car share visit.  There is a large car park in the town centre.  
Train from Bradford Forster Square 9.41 am, Shipley 9.49 am.  Arrive Skipton 10.20 am and take canal towpath to meeting point by Holy Trinity Church at top of high street (opposite pie shop).  Meeting time 10.30 am.  


	 28th April                 
Leader: Sally Tetlow  

	Anglers Country Park, Wakefield
Anglers was formerly one of the deepest open cast mines in the country but following extensive restoration work is now home to many species of migratory birds.  At this time of year, we will be hoping to see our early returners so it will be interesting to see the range of species that the site has to offer.  The central lake is surrounded by grassland, woodland and there is also a wetland area.  There are hides available from which to observe the wildlife as well as a visitor centre with cafe and toilet facilities.  Walking can be extended into the nearby Haw Park Wood if time and energy allows.  Distance covered will be to participants' personal preference and ability.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am. Unitarian Church 9.30am.  Pick up Low Moor. Cost £8                  

	5th May     
     
Leaders: Margaret Rees and Sue Zajaczkowska

	Low Wood YWT reserve Riddlesden nr Keighley, Leeds/Liverpool Canal, from Silsden
We will be visiting Low Wood YWT reserve in the Aire Valley which is known for its magnificent display of bluebells in spring. Also, it is the home for resident and migratory birds, many of which breed in the wood. Birds of prey could be heard or seen. Deer may visit at certain times of the day. 
We will meet at Belton Road Silsden opposite the Ecology Building Society BD20 OEE. We will then combine and travel in 2/3 cars to Low Holden Farm where we will have access to the Leeds Liverpool canal tow path. There will be a walk of approx. 1mile to the entrance to the Low Wood. There would be an opportunity to do a longer walk if desired. Meet at Belton Road at 10 30am. Transport from Silsden/Steeton station can be arranged. It is imperative that the leaders are informed that you are coming on this walk so please be in touch with Amanda/ office to book.


	12th May        
Leaders: Margaret Rees Julia Pearson    
	Wensleydale – Leyburn Old Glebe YWT, Ballowfield LNR, Newbiggin Pasture YWT
Wensleydale is a favourite location for its wild flowers, waterfalls and limestone cliffs. We will be visiting three special locations. Leyburn Old Glebe is known for its species rich meadow which in spring includes cowslips, primroses, false oxlip also orchids early purple, green winged and the rare burnt tip orchid. On our previous visit 13.5.14, 50 flower species were recorded. Also, birds black cap and oystercatcher were seen alongside the banks of the river Ure our proposed picnic spot. Ballowfield is a contrasting site. It holds a unique assemblage of plants known as metallophytes such as spring sandwort, alpine pennycress, pyrenean scurvy grass. Also thrift and moonwort grow here together with orchids. We may see northern brown argus butterfly and coronet hearts and club moth. Returning via Bishopdale we will stop at the newly acquired YWT reserve Newbiggin Pastures. Our exploration of this reserve may be limited by the steepness of the slope and lack of a formal path. We will wait and see! 
Please bring sufficient food for a full day out. Comfort stops will be arranged.
[bookmark: _Hlk207811004]Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up Branch    Cost £12 

	19th May
Leaders: Stephen Woods/Sally Tetlow

	 Sulber Nick (Ingleborough) by Train
This area has a large number of bird's-eye primroses (and other spring flowers) which proliferate on the lower slopes of Ingleborough.  On this visit we will use the train.  It is planned for the possibility of two groups forming.  The minimum length of the walk will be just under 3 miles with a climb of about 500 feet on some uneven ground, but with well-defined paths.  After exploring the lower section of the Nick one group will return to Horton to spend time or catch the mid afternoon bus (13.55) that connects with the train from Settle.  Another group will extend the walk and catch a later train.  Participants need to indicate if they will be doing the longer walk.  
Train times from Shipley at 9.33 am to Horton-in-Ribblesdale (connecting services from Forster Square and Leeds).

	26th May
Leaders: Alice Gingell, Sally Tetlow
	Cross Hill and Salthill Quarries, Clitheroe 
These 2 quarries are situated on the northern edge of Clitheroe in the Ribble Valley.  Originally industrial sites now, thanks to the Lancashire Wildlife Trust, reclaimed by nature.  Part of the Cross Hill site runs alongside the River Ribble and in the main quarry area are plants which thrive in lime-rich soil.  There is also a small wooded area.  The Salthill quarry displays a mixture of vegetation from the early stage of soil development on limestone through to woodland.  The circular walk will take us through grassland, scrub and woodland.  Walking distance approximately 3 miles on designated pathways.  Toilets will be accessed on route.
NB Leaders currently investigating alternative sites within this area so itinerary will need to be flexible.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up branch    Cost £10

	2nd June
Leader: John Gavaghan

	Malham Tarn 
The calcareous fen and raised acid-bog support an extensive array of wetland plants. Early Purple & Marsh Orchids are present as are Globe Flower and Marsh Cinquefoil. We will walk as far as the Field centre Offices to see if the protectively caged Lady Slipper Orchids have flowered. There will be insect and bird life providing added interest. We may look for Yellow Wagtails nearby. Lunch will be taken on the boardwalk. The only shelter from the elements is the distant bird hide so be prepared. 
A toilet stop will be made at the NT car park in Malham. 
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am. Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up Branch    Cost £10

	9th June         
Leader: Sally Tetlow 

	Cromwell Bottom Nature Reserve, Brighouse 
This reserve is situated between Brighouse and Elland and is next to the Calder and Hebble Navigation and the River Calder.  In the past the site has been a quarry and also used for landfill but restoration work has created a mix of woodland, wetlands and grassland, which is rich in plants and wildlife.  There are plenty of good quality paths within the site so walking will be easy (approx 2/3 miles).  There is parking nearby (details can be obtained from the walk leader).  The site can also be accessed by walking along the canal towpath from Brighouse which takes about 30/40 minutes.  Shared car/public transport.  Meet at Cromwell Bottom compound at 10.30 am.

	16th June
Leader: Sue Zajaczkowska

	Broughton Hall
Broughton Sanctuary is a vast estate near Skipton which was once an intensively farmed landscape but is being transformed through a rewilding project into a thriving mosaic of woodlands, meadows and wetlands. Their ecologist, River Six has offered to take us on a gentle walk in an area of wood pasture /field where iron age pigs have turned over rough grassland to create lots of space for natural regeneration of plants. River will tell us about the work at Broughton Sanctuary which includes the reintroduction of beavers. It will be possible to opt out of the walk and spend time botanising. After the walk, we will have the opportunity to look for plants in
the area turned over by the pigs or possibly to have a little wander. The
meeting point is at the Skinner Ground Car park at 10.30. (What three
words; wobbles.beeline.urge) Take the A59 towards Clitheroe. Just after
The Bull pub, turn right onto Gargrave Road. After a third of a mile, turn left onto Old Lane continuing past Wild Explorers Limited to then see the car park on the right. A toilet is available. Own transport. Car share if possible. If wishing to travel by train, please contact Sue to arrange pick up at Silsden train station.

	23rd June 
Coordinator: Margaret Rees	

	Brockholes Nature Reserve, Lancashire Wildlife Trust 
Brockholes is unique in that the visitor centre is built on a plinth above the lake. This area was previously a sand and gravel pit. A reserve was established in 2006. Our last visits were in June 2013 and 2014. It will be interesting to see how the reserve has developed over the last ten years. On these visits we recorded a good number of species of birds, plants, insects and mammals. The birds included sand martins, red shank, lapwing with young and common sandpiper. From the banks of the Ribble, oystercatcher and little ringed plover were seen. The flora was similarly abundant 105 flowering species were recorded on 11.6.13. The reserve is good for insect life and mammals such as deer and stoats. There are several walking trails also hides. A word of warning the reserve is located alongside the noisy M6 motorway. The plan would be that following an introduction the group could make their own choices of route to follow (maps available). The visitor centre has a café, toilets and information.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.   pick up Branch    Cost £12






· Trips depart from the Unitarian Church on Russell Street at 9.30am prompt, Return times vary. Parking is available here (max 10 cars) for a donation of £2 per car on the day. This car park is shared by two churches please park at the Unitarian side and be careful not to block access.  If you wish to be picked up on route please ring the office to find where the minibus is making pick-ups. 
· If you are on foot you can meet the minibus no later than 9.10 at the YMCA, Culture Fusion 125 Thornton Road. The meeting place is on the corner Thornton Road and Westholme Street.
· The return time cannot be guaranteed, but we try to give an indication in the write up if we expect to be back later than normal. 
· All trips must be booked and paid for in advance (when applicable). 
· Please donate £2.00 towards admin costs if you choose not to travel in the mini-bus when it is offered.
· Please remember to bring food and drink for the day and appropriate outdoor clothing.
· Volunteer Leaders plan the day. All participants must respect the guidance of the leader and communicate clearly with the leader. If any participants follow their own direction then Bradford YMCA does not take any responsibility for any accident or incident.
· All people irrespective of background and experience are welcome. 
· BEES is a district wide environmental education and training centre funded by our own project work – for further information please contact the office or look at www.bees-ymca.org.uk.

Please inform BEES at the earliest opportunity if you wish to cancel a booking 
(if you are cancelling after the Thursday before the trip, please contact the leader or co-ordinator)
This will enable us to offer the place to someone on the waiting list. 
In the event of cancellation due to poor weather BEES would notify members and aim to rearrange date of visit.

Bradford Environmental Education Service| Part of the Landscape; Providing Environmental Education Since 1985

	YMCA Bradford | Culture Fusion, 125 Thornton Road, Bradford, BD1 2EP | Tel: 01274 371303  or 01274 307 228
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