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For trips using the minibus, the meeting point is at Culture Fusion (no parking available) at 9.10am, or the Unitarian Centre, Russell Street, BD5 0JB (parking available for £2) ready for departure at 9.30am.  Please ensure you return the booking form which pre- lists trips and prices (which vary according to distance). Please also email the leader if you are attending trips that are not using the minibus. 
Please Note* Due to demolition work on the Mill next to the car park, the minibus will have to be parked outside the college, just up the hill. We will be setting off from Culture Fusion at 9.10am to walk to the minibus. 

	Tuesday 
	                    September to December 2025

	 23rd September         
Leaders: Amanda Smith and Nina McCormack

	Chellow Dene and Stoneyridge wood, Bradford              
Today we will visit two local sites fairly close together.  A walk around Chellow Dene, followed by an introductory walk around Stoney Ridge Plantation. This is a private woodland owned by Hallmark Cards. BEES have recently taken on some of the management of the site which we use for many of our projects. Come and find out about this work and take the chance to visit a wood not generally open to the public. 
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am   Cost £5

	 30th September                                            
Leaders: Julia Pearson and John Gavaghan

	St Aiden’s RSPB Reserve, near Swillington
This is a large RSPB site south east of Leeds that we have visited on numerous occasions.  It is regarded as one of the top birding sites in Yorkshire and September is a good month for birds on migration.  There are a variety of good paths around this former open cast mining site but no bird hides to provide shelter.  Toilet facilities are avail-able in the Visitor Centre which is adjacent to the car park.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.  Pick up low moor   Cost £8

	14th October            
Leader: Alice Gingell
	Ilkley cemetery Tree Trail
We will take a circular route around the cemetery following the latest excellent trail prepared by Sue and Neil Ste-vens. The 37 different trees are mostly by the side of wide walkways but some are accessed by walking across grass and graves. It will be an opportunity to learn key features of some conifers.
Meeting time 10.30am      Own/public transport.
Meeting place Beanlands Parade with roadside parking
Nearest toilet Booths supermarket 0-4km

	21st October                 
Leader; John Gavaghan
	 Hemsworth Almshouses
A return visit to the beautiful Hemsworth Almshouses, between Pontefract & Barnsley. This time slightly earlier in the year to further explore the rich variety of waxcap fungi growing on the unimproved lawns.  
We will be allowed use of the toilet facilities & so we will be expected to make a donation.   
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am*/Unitarian Church 9.30am.  Low Moor pick up. Cost £11

	 4th November
Leaders: Margaret Rees and Steve Woods


	 Roundhay Park, Leeds
Our visit on this date is designed for us to enjoy the autumn colours of the park’s woodlands. As well as the variety of tree species there will be much of general interest. The Upper Lake is home to a variety of water birds as well as
the rare white clawed crayfish. There is a bat roost on the central island. The gorge is of considerable geological interest. A sculpture trail has recently been constructed. We can look out for jay and woodpecker in the woodland as well as fungi species. An extended walk around Waterloo Lake is a possibility.
Toilet and café facilities are available.
Possible pick up at car park for Horsforth Park by arrangement.
Minibus transport; depart Culture Fusion 9.10am. Unitarian Church 9.30am.    Cost £7

	18th November
Leader: Sally Tetlow

	Devonshire Park, Keighley
This park contains a wide range of different species of trees set within a small area, our hope being that there are still some autumn colours remaining.  Walking will be on good paths over a distance of about a mile with a slight uphill climb at the start.  There will also be an option to visit Cliffe Castle itself, if members wish, where toilet facilities are located.  The day will be flexible dependent upon the weather.
Own/public transport   Meet 10.30am at the park gates Vernon Court, off Spring Gardens Lane, Skipton Road, Keighley BD20 6LA

	2nd December                        


	 Planning Meeting 
Meet 10am at Culture Fusion to complete the next programme and ideas for trips for next year. Refreshments provided. Please let me know if you are planning to come.

	9th December      
Leader: Sally Tetlow  
	Christmas gathering, Goitstock, Harden 
This year we are trying a different approach for our pre-Christmas get together.  We will meet in the car park at the Bingley Garden Centre (formerly Stephen Smith's) on Wilsden Road, Harden BD16 1BG - time to be notified nearer the date.  It is hoped that the weather will be kind to us and we can take a short stroll before we adjourn to the cafe where members can choose from their extensive menu.  The stroll is, of course, optional and if a look round the garden centre itself first before eating is what you wish then that is perfectly acceptable. Flexibility is the aim of the day.  



· Trips depart from the Unitarian Church on Russell Street at 9.30am prompt, Return times vary. Parking is available here (max 10 cars) for a donation of £2 per car on the day. This car park is shared by two churches please park at the Unitarian side and be careful not to block access.  If you wish to be picked up on route please ring the office to find where the minibus is making pick-ups. 
· If you are on foot you can meet the minibus no later than 9.10 at the YMCA, Culture Fusion 125 Thornton Road. The meeting place is on the corner Thornton Road and Westholme Street.
· The return time cannot be guaranteed, but we try to give an indication in the write up if we expect to be back later than normal. 
· All trips must be booked and paid for in advance (when applicable). 
· Please donate £2.00 towards admin costs if you choose not to travel in the mini-bus when it is offered.
· Please remember to bring food and drink for the day and appropriate outdoor clothing.
· Volunteer Leaders plan the day. All participants must respect the guidance of the leader and communicate clearly with the leader. If any participants follow their own direction then Bradford YMCA does not take any responsibility for any accident or incident.
· All people irrespective of background and experience are welcome. 
· BEES is a district wide environmental education and training centre funded by our own project work – for further information please contact the office or look at www.bees-ymca.org.uk.

Please inform BEES at the earliest opportunity if you wish to cancel a booking 
(if you are cancelling after the Thursday before the trip, please contact the leader or co-ordinator)
This will enable us to offer the place to someone on the waiting list. 
In the event of cancellation due to poor weather BEES would notify members and aim to rearrange date of visit.

Bradford Environmental Education Service| Part of the Landscape; Providing Environmental Education Since 1985

	YMCA Bradford | Culture Fusion, 125 Thornton Road, Bradford, BD1 2EP | Tel: 01274 371303  or 01274 307 228
Mob: 07583 318539 or 07970 621732 | Email: bees@bradfordymca.org.uk |Web: bradfordymca.org.uk/wildlife-field-visits
